THE   QUESTING   BEAST
taken place on March I5th, 1920. This, of course, was
to have, and is still having, disastrous results. Its immedi-
ate result was that all debts were increased by fifty per
cent,, much to the joy of the bankers who originated
deflation, and to the agony of the settlers, many of whom
had overdrafts at the banks.
There was also dissatisfaction owing to the land offered
for use by the Government for ex-service settlers; several
of these properties were situated in rocky, virgin land,
devoid of any water supply and without means of access
by vehicle.
Bankruptcies were common, and for this there was more
than one reason. Many of the post-war settlers came out
to Kenya with an entirely wrong idea of starting to work.
These settlers would buy their land and then commence
to build a comfortable house, stock it with furniture brought
from home or bought in Nairobi, lay down a good cellar,
ask all neighbours in for " sun-downers," and be surprised
that at the end of the year they had no money for the
development of their own shambas. After struggling
along for two or three years they would abandon the job,
and sell to cut their losses. Those that succeeded were
the ones who had no thought of comfort till their profits
enabled them to exchange their grass hut for a wooden or
stone house.
I stayed for several days with the Town Clerk of
Nairobi, and learnt much of the administration from
him. After a fortnight in Nairobi, during which time
I had a bout of malaria, I decided to go and see some of
the country.
W.LJ. and I left by car for Nakuru to see the salt
lakes and the art""^ horse-races that take place there.
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